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Crust, as exhibited by Thermometrical Returns obtained during
the sinking of the deep Mine at Dukinfield," by the President
of the Association. With regard to the last papfr, it may be
observed that the mine is 700 yards in perpendicular depth
from the surface, and the temperature of the air notably in-
ereases during the progress of descent, averaging about one
degree in seventy-six feet.
The concluding general meeting took place at the Free Trade

Hall on the 10th inst., when it was announced that next ear
the Association would meet at Cambridge.

Correspondence.

PARALYSIS AFTER DIPHTHERIA.

WM. G. CARTER, M.R.C.P.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Perceiving that a short abstract of a communication
from M. Tomaselli in the Etneo, a journal of Catania, in Sicily,
has been reprinted in your valuable journal (vide THE LANCET
nf the 17th ult., p. 174) stating that two cases of paralysis of
the lower limbs, bladder, and rectum had occurred after diph-
theria, as he supposes from absorption of the poison into the
blood, and thence affecting the nervous system, and believ-
ing as I do that the blood through the nervous system, and
vice vers&acirc; the nervous system through the blood, play a far
more important r&ocirc;le in the nature and character of disease
than has always hitherto been assigned them, I cannot refrain
from furnishing a somewhat similar instance that has just oc-
curred in my practice to a child recovering from measles: for
some days she was perfectly paralytic in the lower limbs.

I should not have ventured to trespass on your space had it
not been for the analogy of the cases above mentioned, and
from being unable to find any mention of such a sequel to the
malady in some of our most excellent authorities.

T am Sir_ vonr obedient servant.

Bellevue, Clifton, Sept. 1861.

CONSERVATIVE SURGERY.

HY. HORTON, M.R.C.S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The reports of Dr. Nichols’ and Dr. Cory’s cases under
the above heading have induced me to forward you the follow-
ing, which happened on board the Pli6enix during her passage
from Liverpool to New Zealand.
On the night of the 22nd November, 1859, I was called

rather hastily to see one of the crew, Peter S-, who, whilst
engaged at the pumps, had the middle finger of the left hand
caught between the iron handle and a very strong hoop of a
beef cask close by, causing a bad compound fracture of the
second phalanx. The soft parts were badly lacerated and quite
torn through; the end of the finger was hanging parallel with
the stump by just a shred of integument. Thinking it of no
use to attempt to save it, I was going to remove it by snipping
the skin with scissors, but he stoutly refused to have it done;
so, to humour him, I replaced the parts as accurately as pos-
sible with strapping and splints, fany expecting that sloughing
would remove it for him; but on looking at it in three or four
days’ time I found union had taken place, and in about three
weeks or a month he was able to go about his usual work, with
his finger nearly as good as ever.

T am Mi)’ yours respectfullv_

Wednesbury, Sept. 4th, 1861.

ON THE PRESERVATION OF VACCINE LYMPH
IN CAPILLARY GLASS TUBES.

WM. FAULKNER, M.R.C.S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-If due care be taken in selecting proper cases for the
supply of lymph, and afterwards in carefully excluding the air
and hermetically sealing the tube, I consider there can be no
question of the superiority of Dr. Husband’s plan over all
others.

I have supplied large quantities of the lymph so preserved
for the last four months to the profession, and have not yet
heard of any unsuccessful cases, which speaks highly in its Ifavour. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

highly in its 

Enddl-street, Sept. 1861.

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

Two clinical lectures on Meningitis, lately delivered at the
Hotel Dieu by M. Herard (now doing duty for Prof. Rostan),
give a very good idea of the care with which teachers in the

. French schools are wont to analyze particular cases for the sake
of attaining correct diagnosis. The lectures in question were
called for by the occurrence in M. Herard’s wards of one of
those puzzling and indefinite examples of disease which form
the delight and triumph of the skilled pathologist and the per-
plexity of the novice. The patient, a youn man of twenty.
one years of age, of good general health and sound constitution,
was seized one evening with shivering, headache, pains in the
back and lower extremities ; during the night severe bilious

vomiting, followed by exhaustion and collapse, occurred-an
eusemble of symptoms which caused the attendant physician to

regard the attack as choleraic in its nature. When reaction
set in, deep-seated pain in the orbits, increased by pressure

upon the eyeballs, and excessive muscular pains in the limbs,
aggravated by movement, were complained of, and occasional
delirium was observed. On the third day of the attack, when
the patient entered the hospital, his condition was as follows :-
He lay on his back in bed, perfectly motionless, apprehending
an increase of suffering from the slightest muscular effort. The
face was pale, excepting where the cheeks were patched with
red. Acute headache, referred to the forehead, was present, and
this symptom was found to be augmented by pressure on the
eyebalis. The pupils were contracted, and the impression of
light was shunned by the patient, who kept the lids closed for
the most part. Questions were answered readily at first, and
afterwards incoherently, as the man relapsed into unconscious-
ness. Well- marked rigi, lity was apparent in the muscles of the
back of the neck and spine-a phenomenon rendered more ap-
parent by raising the patient to a sitting posture, when the
head was seen to be strongly drawn backwards, and the trunk
curved as in opisthotonos. Pain, increased by pressure, and
most acute in the lumbar region. could be traced all along the
spine, and from the sacrum could be perceived to radiate
towards the nates and sciatic notches. The sensibility of the
skin seemed normal, whilst the muscles, and those more

especially of the pelvis and thighs, presented a condition of
hyper&aelig;sthesia -a fact readily ascertained by pinching up
some of the superficial fibres between the finger and thumb.
The pulse was regular, and averaged 75 beats per minute;
the temperature of the skin slightly higher than in the nor-
mal condition ; the respiration was natural ; thirst was pre-
sent, with complete loss of appetite ; the tongue white, with
red edges; vomi:ing persisted, with constipation of the bowels;
the belly was hard, and not tympanitic nor tender on pres-
sure ; the urine was scanty and high-coloured, affording slight
evidence of the presence of albumen on the application of
heat and nitric acid. What then was the malady ? Not an

on-coming attack of small-pox ; for though certain of the symp-
toms-the shivering, pain in the back, vomiting, and delirium
- pointed somewhat in the direction of such a probability, the
absence of high fever and the non-appearance of the eruption
on this the fourth day of the complaint negatived this view of
the case. Typhoid fever ? Again no, for the pulse indicated
no fever; epistaxis, diarrhoea, and the usual train of charac-
teristic abdominal symptoms were wanting. Clearly the affec,-
tion was connected with disorder of the nervous centres: the
violent headache, increased by pressure on the ocular globes;
the delirium alternating with coma; the vomiting, constipa-
tion, muscular spasm, and bypereesthesia,- all were in accord-
ance with-this theory. Was the case one of myelitis? No;
there was no localized pain in the spine, confined to and indi-
cating the inflamed part; no numbness, nor sensation of creep-
ing and pricking; nor did any cramps exist in the muscles of
the limbs ; there were, on the contrary, stiffness and exagge-
rated action in the muscles of the neck and back only, together
with general pain along the spine, branching down towards
the lower extremities, and increased by movement or pressure
on the muscles. The disease was decidedly cerebro-spinal
meningitis. So far the diagnosis was made out, but it was in-
complete. There were two forms of this malady- the one
sporadic, and the other epidemic; the one strictly inflamma-
tory in its character, the other typhoid in its type. The case
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under consideration M. Herard concluded as belonging to the 
former variety. The epidemic variety of meningitis (a malady
rarely seen in the civil hospitals of this country) is a disease
only recently observed in France. In 1837 it made its d&eacute;but
at Dax, a small town in the Pyrenean district, not far from
Biarritz, the Empress’s favourite watering-place. After run-
ning through the garrisons and military hospitals in the
southern provinces of the empire, it eventually, in 1838, ap-
peared in the north. In addition to the symptoms character-
istic of the sporadic form, this type not unfrequently displayed
others of a decidedly typhoid nature ; and it was not unusual
in epidemic meningitis to meet with regular typhoid manifesta-
tions, such as diarrh&oelig;a, abdominal tympanitis, lenticular spots,
and enlargement of the spleen. Some authors also mention the
nnPxictPnrn of hemes labialis a.nri a,t.trihnta nnncirlara.hlP dia.-

gnostic value to this sign. Post-mortem examination in this
class of cases reveals the rapidity with which the suppurative
process will proceed in the meningeal tunics. For practical
purposes, it is very essential to discriminate between these two
forms of inflammation, because, though the first, the sporadic,
requires active and decided antiphlogistic treatment, in the
typhoid variety such measures would be hurtful in the extreme.
In this individual case the measures adopted were-twenty
leeches behind each ear, cupping along the spine, ice to the
shaven crown, and a calomel purgative in the first instance,
followed up eventually by extensive blistering, and adminis-
tration of calomel in minutely subdivided dobes, for a period of
nearly three weeks, when the cure appeared complete, and the
patient was declared convalescent.
M. Rey, professor of clinical medicine at the Veterinary

School of Lyons, has ascertained that the entry of air into an
open vein-that very bugbear of the phlebotomist-is by no
means so commonly and so surely fatal an accident as has gene-
rally been supposed. M. Rey, taking advantage of the pre-
sence of a number of gland ered horses in his equine hospital,
has performed a variety of experiments proving that a certain
quantity of air can exist in the circulation without causing any
apparent inconvenience whatever to an animal. He has di-
vided the jugular vein of a horse, and inserted a metal tube
into the venous channel the air has been heard to enter verv
frequently during the several hours that the tube has been left
Mt 8it&ucirc;, and yet no fatal effects have been produced. The con-
clusions he has therefore arrived at are, that the presence of a
con8idej’able quantity of air in the circulation is required in
order to produce death, and also that another requisite condi-
tion is the impossibility of its exit by the open mouth of the
vein. M. Rey has often very speedily killed horses by, after
cutting across the jugular, blowing air into the vein, and then
placing a ligature on either end of the divided canal, above and
below the wound. It is chiefly during the act of inspiration
that, according to this observer, this accident is wont to occur
after the operation of venesection. M. Guerin may possibly,
in his apology for glanders, aver that this malady exercises a
protective influence on the occasion.
An interesting communication was made to the Academy of

Sciences at its last meeting, by MM. Dybrowski and Pelikan,
relative to the mode of action of certain poisons upon the heart.
The experiments were made upon frogs, and the poisons (upas
antiar, tanghinia venenifera, digitalis, and green hellebore)
were either administered by th(-. month or inserted under the
skin in various parts. The results were constantly the same :
the heart’s action was arrested, although the nervous irrita-
bility and voluntary muscular power of the animal persisted
for a considerable time. The first effect of these poisons was
in all cases the same-namely, that of paralysing the heart,-
whether inserted under the skin or given by the mouth. The
average duration of the heart’s action after the exhibition of
the poison was, in the case of the upas, tanghinia, and hellebore,
ten minutes; and in that of the digitaline, from ten to twenty.
The action of the ventricle in the frog was invariably found to
be arrested in systole; it was strongly contracted, pale, and
quite empty, whilst the auricle was distended and gorged with
blood. The contractions of the heart were sometimes accele-
rated at the commencement of the experiment, at other times
they were less frequent from the beginning. The paralysis, or
rather arrest of motion, in the case of the ventricle is sudden
after a certain period in the diminution of the pulsations; that
of the auricle is gradual and almost imperceptible-its contrac-
tions outliving those of the ventricle by some minutes. MM.
Dybrowski and Pelikan have proved by experiment that these
poisons exercise their deleterious influence upon the heart in.
dependently of the cerebro-spinal sys’em, and that in those
animals in which the medulla oblongata and pneumogastri(
serves had been previously destroyed or divided, the toxics

effects of these agents were equally manifest. They therefore
consider that the action of these poisons is due to a special in-
fluence upon the nervous elements of the heart, or else upon
two systems of nervous apparatus-the one presiding over the
movements of the heart, the other possessing the office of regu-
lating or diminishing these movements.
A letter in the Patrie by Dr. Reveil, a gentleman who has

already done good service to the general sanitary cause by re-
vealing to the public the deleterious nature of the components
of certain popular cosmetics, draws attention to the somewhat
ingenious, though highly dangerous, method in vogue amongst
the perambulating shell-fish dealers, for the purpose of con-
verting the grey and worthless shrimp into the scarlet and
more highly prized variety. The means adopted is that for-
merly resorted to by the St. Martin’s-lane bird-sellers for the
transformation of the domestic sparrow into the beautiful spe-
cimen known in the St. Giles’s ornithology as the "cockolly-
bird." The shrimp is simply painted red, and with no more or
less innocent a preparation than a mixture of protoxide and
binoxide of lead.- On the 29th of August, half a drachm of
this compound, just procured from a dainty dish of prawns,
was forwarded for analysis to M. Reveil.
M. Bouchardat gives the composition of good old red wine

(a title which does not include, by the way, your Cape port) to
be as follows :-Out of 1000 parts, 878 are water, 100 alcohol,
and the remaining 22 parts contain variable proportions of
butyric and amylic alcohol, several aldehydes; ethers, per-
fumes, and essential oils constituting the bouquet, aroma, or
flavour; then sugar, mannite, glycerine, mucilage, gums,
colouring matter, fttty and nitrogenous matter ; tannin, car-
bonic acid, acid tartrate of potash, various tartrates, acetates,
butyrates, citrates, sulphates, phosphates, chlorides, bromides,
iodides, fluorides, &c.; and lastly, potash, soda, lime, mag-
nesia, alumina, oxide of iron and ammonia; and sometimes,
adds your correspondent with a sigh, cork fungus, which gives
a quietus to all the rest.

Paris. Sent. 10th. 1861.

Medical News.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-The following gentlemen passed

their examination in the science and practice of medicine, and
received certificates to practise, on the 5th inst.:&mdash;

Angier, George Augustus, Ipswich, Suffolk.
Davey, John Edwin.
Iliffe, Frauk, Nuneaton.
Lee, Robert Grove, Thame, Oxon.
Murrell, William Henry Julius, Lewes, Sussex.

The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their
first examination :-

Beadles, Arthur, St. Martin’s.lane.
Watmough, William, Frederick-street, Gray’s-inn-road.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.- W have been re
quested to state that there is no truth in the paragraph going
the round of the daily papers stating that the Court of Exa-
miners will meet for the examination of candidates for the
diploma on the 27th inst. The College is always closed during
the month of September for the necessary cleaning, and both
the Library and Museum will re-open on Tuesday, the 1st
proximo. The following are the subjects of the College prizes
(the Essays to be sent in on or before Christmas-day next) :-
viz., The Collegial Triennial Prize of Fifty Guineas, for " The
Anatomy and Physiology of the Supra-renal Bodies." The
Jacksonian Prize subjects are, " The Structure and Diseases
of the Lachrymal Passages at the Inner bi&ugrave;e of the Orbit,
being those between the Conjunctiva and the Nasal Cavity ;"
the second Essay on "The best Method of Effecting the
Radical Cure of Inguinal Hernia; explaining the principle of
the operation adopted." All are to be illustrated by cases and
drawings. There are two subjects for 1862-viz., " The Rela-
tive value of the Treatment of Popliteal Aneurism by Ligature
and by Compression," and on " The Healthy and Morbid Ana-
tomy of the Tonsils, and the appropriate Treatment of their
Diseases." 

" 

The registration at the College is during the first! ten days in October, instead of the last as heretofore.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. &mdash; Mr. John Hibbert

has sent an eighth donation of X100 for investment in aid of
’ 

the funds of this excellent charity.
; YELLOW FEVER AT NANTES.-A ship laden with sugar

from Cuba has brought yellow fever to Nantes, and eighteen
[ persons have died.


